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Tu E ſucceſs of a Dramatic piece on 
the Stage, depends, ſays Voltaire, upon 
accidental circumſtances, but the * oy 
publication decides i its fate. S 
Perſuaded of the tenth of this: 1 5 
55 the Author of the Tragedy of Alfred would 
; : have ſubmitted his performance, to the final | 
: judgment of the Reader, without preface or 
” apology, if he had not been adviſed, and : 
indeed urged, to make a reply to ſome | 
: hoſtile critiſcims, which appear to have been 
founded upon prej judice and opinion, ra- 
ter than reaſon and argument. 
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It has b been "ledges, that the characker of 


| Alfred, in the Tragedy, does not agrees 
| with the character of Alfred in Hiſtory : 


« That the Hero, the Legiſlator, i is degraded - 
to a Lover, who enters the Daniſh camp, 
from a Private, not a publie, motive, and - 
8 ; acts the b of an . g 


th Tragedy, 1 77 the ſubject be Hit ric 
an author is not xermitt 0 introc ace ce 
exents, contrary to the great eſtabliſhed: facts 
of Hiftory ; ; for inſtance, in the Tragedy of 
Alfred, the Hero muſt not be Killed, nor 
driven out of England by the Danes 3 but 
| preſerving 8 thoſe ancient foundations, as the 
1 Piers of his bridge, the Author may bend | 
3 his arches, and finiſh the fabrick, accord- . 
1 ing to his taſte and fancy, for the poet 18 at 
1 liberty, and it is the effence of his We. 
1 invent ſuch. intermediate circumſtances, 
q TR and incidents, a8 he thinks will produce the 
1 moſt ng. firuations. In this department, 
VVV the 
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5 FU Poets fancy 3 is Fan by: de 


but probability and conſiſtence of character, 


the barriers of dr 


matic truth, Let us opp 


* e ro the Naber in N 5 


5 battle of Ethendune. The vict 


4 
A 


Altea was a young man, | Show he wage . 
ry, which 


gave him-poſſeſſion of the kingdom „ muſt 


Y | have been Saas before he begun t to model 17 5 
the ſtate. IS it i improbable to ſuppole, that 7 


a young bers. was in love? Is it inconſiſt- 3 


; ent to repreſent the perſon, who was a Le- | | 


giſlator, when advanced i in years, as a lover 
in his youth! Does it degrade the character 
of a er $5 ale that be was: in love 


0 e Fig it not rather i injurious to his 


I heroiſm to conclude, that he choſe a confort 


| whom he did not love? If this reaſon= 
ing is juſt, there will be no difficulty i: 


vindicating the fubſequent condu@ of the 
hero, The dramatic and the real Alfred, 
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„ a ine in the charge of impoſ- 
| 8 1 ture; both enter the Daniſh c. camp. in dif- 
© guiſe; the previous events, as | narrated. in 
A the tragedy, are nearly the ſame with thoſs 


cm) 


"a 


4 mentioned in hiſtory. Alfred, for al 
5 S moſt two years, had wandered thro” Eng- 
land, concealing himſelf under feigned 
= names and characters. N He lived in the 
LE midſt of his enemies, by being ſuppoſed to 


f be dead. Emergin g from this obſcurity, he 


* appears in the tragedy, 5 and i is informed * 
the alarming, ambigous ſituation oſ Ethelſ- 


wida; his uſual ſtratagems preſent them- 
= ſelves, one would think, naturally to his 


mind, extremely agitated, and prone both by 
| temper and habit, to the moſt daring and 
romantic enterprizes. He reſolves to enter 
the Daniſh camp, to learn the fate of. 
Ethelſwida, and obſerve the strength and 
order of the enemy's army, ** oa ven- 
tures a deciſve en gagement. | 
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The . ates: is Kae 
7 The conduct of Alfred, in the camp of 


Phocles, which no eritic hitherto has 


blamed. Oreſtes enters the palace of Ægiſ- 


: thus, as the meſſenger of his own death, 


carrying. an urn, which contains (he Gn 5 


the aſhes of Oreſtes, whoſe untimely fate he 


- moſt circumſtantially relates. The Grecian 5 1 
1 hero practiſes the deceit with an intention 3 


3 Kill the perſons whom. he deceives. : The 


Engliſh hero deceives Hinguar only to gain 
Acceſs to Ethelſwida, without meaning to hurt 


the perſon o of his enemy. © 0 praiſe Sophocles, 


. and blame the author of Alfred, for the ſame . 
conduct, ſeems a dire& con tradiction, which | 


can only be accounted for, in one way; an 


_ Imaginary idea has been formed, of the cha- 1 


racter of Alfred : as an old mortified, Abet 


8 of 1 pirit too ſublime and =therial 2 . 4 
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| Hinguar ; the manner in which he de- 
- ceives the Dane, 1s extremely ſimilar to. the EY 
conduct of Oreſtes in the Electra of So- 5 


2 PR ; 8 5 * 4 


| to Ueſrend to Hur k n pa n 
actions. But the real as beta ib dra atic 7 


Alfred was a young hero, a bard, a winner 


of battles, brave and magnanimious, but 

| Z compelled by the preſſure of thoſe deſperate 
times, in "which he lived, to practiſe 2 
thouſand arts, to exiſt by fimulation and 


© diffimulation. Whoever © recollects and 
| weighs theſe circumſtances, will it is pre- 
ume readily pardon the artifice of Alfred, 
in the Tragedy, and acknowledge that the 
 feigned incidents of the piece are 1 e 
conſiſtent with the true. If not, the author 
; muſt be contented to labour under the im- | 
putation of an erroneous judgment, for he 
meant nothing leſs than to degrade the 
character of Alfred; on the contrary, find= 
ing i in the records of a remote and barbarous 
age, a hero of great renown, but from the 
defect of his hiſtorians, involved in clouds 
and darkneſs : . 
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. was tempted to ſeize his name, and 
diſplay his ch aracter i in new. fityations con- 
nected with the old and well known events „ | 
of his life and fortune. The play i is printed: 4222357 
it was performed. An alteration has been ö 


made, i in one ſcene, and ſent to the Theatre, | 

* ws if the Tragedy ſhould be reſumed | ö 

9 

or revived, may perhaps ae, 410 ⁵ 

| brighten its leck. rats 2 | 
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8 To, O furniſh a new 8 PD. 3 Ply, 


Be” 2 the ſelf- ſame 48, a different way, 5 


| Exhauſts the poet's art. And every year, 
Palat es grow nicer, rarities more dear. 
be cabinet, who in the green room fit, 
I The ſecret junto of the realm of uit; 
In theſe hard times, reſolved their ſock to ſpare; 
Aud crib the Prologue from the bill of fare. 
Alfred on Engliſh ground alone may . 1 
T he darling hero of his native land: i 
No, no, our Poet cry d= this is no time, | 
Nor is it prudent now to ſave your rhime; 
Fir d with my ſubject I have raſhly dard, 
And you in Prologue ſhould protect your bard: 
When my adventurous muſe, indule'd before; 


Now vent'ring further, nerds, indulgence more . 


She dares to trace the workings of a mind, 
Ihe greateſt and the beſt of human kind ; 
"Adjuſt its movements to dramatic plan, 
And blend the god-like hero with the man. 
The greater Alfred's fame, our bard riſks mores. | 
Such weight the flying courſer never bore. + > < . 
Alfred! whoſe life ſuch ſtrange events adorn, 1 55 


5 That hiſtory beholds romance with ſcorn; es 
Him to preſent, here in his native land, CE Cs "= 


Where ftill bis genius, and bis laws command, | 
J an attempt like his, who raſhly tried, © © 
The burning chartot of the ſun to guide! „ 
Zet this attempt from admiration roſe,  * | 
Nor ſhould he find in Alfred's kingdom, foes: | 
He, who by temper led, not love 5 fame, 3 
ts the 8 eccho of I beros name. 5 
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\EPILOGUE. 


Eo BY Mr. G ARRI C K. 

0 UR bards if lou, -jo eric is ll Wilt, 
Have ſcarce preſerv d one ne e falling : 
Whether the dame be widow, maid, or 'wife, 
She ſeldom from their hands eſcapes with Wes 
1 this green cloth could ſpeak, would it not tell, 
Fs wr it's well. worn nap how oft 1 fell? „ 
To death in various forms deliver d up, 
Steel kills me one night, and the next the Cu p: 
The tragie proceſs is as ſhort, as certain; _ © 
Mtb“ ruis, —or + Tuts, Idrop—then "a nme 
No. ſaint can lead à better life then I, e 
Mets in ſtudy ng how to . 

The learm d diſpute, how Tragedies 1 3 

O happily /ay ſome — Some death defend: 

Mild critichs wiſh.good fortune to the gods; 

M pile others hot-brain'd, roar for blood! was ! bed . 
The fair, ibo nervous, tragic. ta the ſoul, NE 
Deligbts in daggers, and the poiſon d bowl : 

I would not give a black-pin for a Play, 

4 Unleſs i in tenderneſs I melt away 

2 From pangs, and death no lovers would I fave. 

0 They ſhould be wretched, and deſpair and rave 

e And neer together lie—bur in the grave!“ 

The brave rough ſoldier, @ ſoft heart diſcovers _ 

He fiwears and weeps at once, when dead the lavers : . 

As down bis cheeks run trickling nature's lid,, 
Damn it—I wiſh thoſe young ones had not «aj. ”— 

The' from his eyes the drop of pity falls, N © 
. He fights lite C æſar, when Bis country cath - ERS 

In Jpite of critic laws, our bard takes part. 

Ana joins in concert with the ſoldier's heart: © 

D O let your feelings with this party dem, 

For once forgive me that ] have not dy. 

Too hard that fate, which kills @ virgin bride! 


She makes the motion of ſtabbing. 1 — | „„ 1 72 
4 And here of mana poiſon. | ph EC 
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© EDWIN, Earl of Devonſhire, Mr. Hot: 


— Kr. 3 ; 


EARL of SURREY, „ 
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' HINGUAR, King of the Danes, Mr. - 58 85 
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ROLLO, a Daniſh Chief, 
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RONEX, Conſort of Hinguar, Mrs. Jnex Box. 
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Attendants on Ethelſwida. 
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My Lord ol e on me . 
Steel al not tear the ſeetet from my breaft ; 
| ſtoniſh*d-as Fam, at ſuch a ſecree; 0 

Who ean unfold the cauſe? Why, at this "Ea 
When, big with England's fate, each moment m_ : 
Does Alfred hide himſelf, in clouds and darknefs ? 
And ſpread 5 eee * es of his fare £ A 


* 5 be K 
Pant: vB 3 8 
* * by p 


- e all belt F £ 
9 DEVONentRE. 5 
„ He ſpread them not. 


- "Bp rom his uncertain fate, thoſe rumours roſe, 
Ere ſince that time, When the peffidious Dans 

Attack d the Engliſh, in the hour of e > 
On Alfred's wedding . 


* 3 3 | 5 ; p 4 pig = 
FFI G E KR. Y 3 245 e Ce 
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0 FFI 


It was 8 | 
That Ae: in the general camage; fell, 


8 — de REA 


= Mt Cyppenham ; ; that, in the ſwelling 0% ; 
of Why Aron, Echelſyida rer „ 922 > 
25 DEVONSHIRE, | . 5 


= Such vB. the firſt ö 
OFFICER, VV 
Fain would 1 hear 8 


55 E. eveinful tale of much: enduring , | 
gs lat as yer of Etkelſwida Known. | 
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- | When 8 Hinguar, wich his hott, advanc'd, 
The King, diſtracted for his lovely bride, - 


Sent off a hundred knights, by Ser led, ” 89 8 a 
To "Re rd the Princeſs co 4 uu of _ 75 7 2 . 
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'T bes 8 faced the Dade en adds eres. 


Around their King, his faithful nobles Ws + 
Alfred, by favour. of the night, eſcap'd, 


17 0 

7 N 
1 
. 


And wander'd long, obſcure, from place to 3 
Thro' woods and foreſts, like ſome beaſt of ys 


By cruel hunters chac'd... Much he endur d; 


And much his people ſuffer d. Engliſn virtue, wk a . 


— 


Like England's oak, grew firmer from the ſtorm. 


Often the peaſant his laſt morſel brought 
To the dark wood or cave, where Alfred yy 
If queſtion'd by the Dane, denied the deed; 
08 3 5 b £25 to preſerve __ prince. 


| .o F F L 8 E ; ng 1 8 3 
The tory chills my blood ; by heaven and 4 0 5 
© here did be reftar-laſt?; |: ; 
"PEV ONS HIRE. 
He never reſted; = : 


 Eyen when he had a nl of refuge found ; 5 


3 


£ 


1 % 
+ ar © 5 3 


r 


* 
LT 


Where the deep winding ſtreams, Parret and Thone | 


Their waters mix, a little iſland hes, 
With alders overgrown. - No name it had, 


Tho' now the name of Athrlney it bears. N 5 


3 and pools, by inundation form'd, 


Perplex the dire approach. There Alfred ard 


His dreary habitation. Two brave knights, 
$ firſt were all his train. Day after day 


he numbers grew and many a bers lade, 


Found out the wild aſy lum of his Lord. 


Sy From thence; with inroads fierce, they gall'd the Dane. 


ol as the ſpirits of the night they came, | 


nd vaniſlyd at the dawn. In that retreat, la 


. : The any cy every fign, ober Alfred bs 
„ OFFICER. 
Nad chelfic there rejoin ter Lord 7 
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Nor ſhe bertel, nor any i OAT LES 

Hate ery Henry > heard of, fince ſhe left ber Lang; * 
8 OFFICE R. oY 


For certain, MAY the lives. IX fi war- FS, 
t fate would have been known. PHT 
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"DEVONSHIRE. SLED 
58 | The Danes Ae „ 
Ton me ce amd by daring Alfred; pat 


And both the Daniſh princes 8 dhe field: . Ty e 
_ Hinguar, with fire ry ſword laid waſte __ land. 
Hubba, his hoſt to Kenwith caſtle led, 
And, with ſtrong fiege, begirt my ancient towers. 5 
IT hen Alfred iſſued from his 3 greet „ 
1: N, 1 ber eath ano | V 


"OFFICE R. 
Did augen Sehe! in Kenwirh's | 


ET "DEVONSHIRE... 20 

Ile fix d the fortune of that doubtful „ | 

| When Hubbawith his life the Rearenloſt, = 
Th inchanted ſtandard; on whoſe magic wings 

Conqueſt, till then, had flown. The battle LY 

| Alfred, impatient,” bent his rapid courſe © i 

| To Weſtmorland; where, as he fondly hops | 


I 7 * 
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His Ethelfwida dwelt, Hefoundhher not: 1955 5 
+ 4nd, late . 27751 in deep deſpair, 3 5 . 


| *O/P-B/LGHE'Rs 3 
5 I fee he de! thro* which te pat PEE. 
| Invifible.—Now he bas reachd the point, 
And will break forth ib ee; WE tha 5% 
© q- T'0- 0-morrow TOR 8 
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A T R A: G T DIV. 3 5 1 
DEVTONSHI RR wat ban 
5 f On theſe ſteop hills, / A s ina ww 
| By nature e and: by art, impregnahle, . 
Which far and wide command Wikaizs s vale, 5 
In abſencę of the King, my camp I _ © 
Audacious Hinguar 50 wn the * r «it 1 
85 And bravey us to deſcend, 9 
e OFFICER, oy” 
: The Ki © _— 2 Ptoclaim the Adin. N 
The King o and, at his 5 2 
| Then roll their filing valour on the n 12 
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——_ DEVONS HIRE. | = 
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Thy ! PLA thee. He will chufsh tas time. | 

| Mean while, the ſtory of his death beierd n 
ſſens the. wei ght ey burden of- the wa „ „ 
revents the pw ee the Daniſn e ins 1 To 

And makes our foes ſecure. Soldicr,arowelht- * £ 

Tens enpects me: In my tent he reſts. 1 
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"Siri in Heaven may chere attain Perteetion 1 
But weakneſs in this world, is nature's ſtamp," 
With which the marks the fons of men her Gun. 
Who can compare with, this accompliſh'd' F. ince 
In valour or in virtue? He excells F 
The Counſellor, the Sage; in civil wiſdom.” PE. 
The light of ancient times ſpines in bn foul; a an i 
And the Bards liſten to his voice divine: FE T CS 
But vain his virtue and his wiſdom yain, 5 e 
Sen affection's N too much he lors. 1 
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Ei: My deep is haunted with my waking thoughts 

| The viſion of the night is Ethelſwida. . 

Sometimes, a broken ſcene of other woes „ 
My troubled fancy to her image joins, © Ti e 

And adds the monarch's s to the Joyer's —8 

_ This very night, in dreams, I thought myſelt | 
Under the friendly roof, where once 1 „ 1 
Beſet, on every fide, with Daniſh ſpears e - 
When, to preſerve my life, a noble youth, 9 
Unknown to me, my perſonage affum'd, : :/. 
And ſtopp'd the hounds, that bay*d for Albers bloat, 


1 DEVONSHIRE, | . 
0 FE: rous l . 0 aid 124 
. ALFRED. . 
'F ull in the gate he "0M ie: 7 


L 


And braditing his 1 aloud 3 5 5 


And Un . Danes believe For youth was ae 7 


D E VO NS H 1 25 . \ 
No wonder Thus Tg W — 


5 . r 
4 4 . + 


The only offspring of a:widow'd. dame, 55 = 5 


WT in hiv-wounds; the callant . fon appe 


4 


. 5 ALFRED. 1 
2895 dq act This very night; 2 eil we | 
Whilſt oer the bleeding body of her ſonn 175 
Majeſtic i in her grief, his —— a eur! > 8 


Euter 7 4 Mi 2 2 * G * R. 1 * 


1 warrior — 18 1 gap, demands No 
| Admirtance ro thy preſence. 85 ef Se. 


3 


Surrey, by wſtsca 41T 
In Daniſh armour 17 4 


F 10 (Alfred, turning, foo 75 | 


"4 6 3 34 x 
* F . (X's 7 


: e | A oY F R * Des: + bk yy TORR '; 1100 4 
: ; DIN X 2 8 U RR KE v. 


Soni - - Myr — e 


27 | - © 8 * 8 75 8 &} : 
ke 4 L | RE FG Os FS EO HE. IJ *nt 2 
por Jan 1 : 


Oe 5 1 ty 8 aasee n 
t range aft, thy n ae It 
V tidi thelfwic 


. n K be 


#137 — "BY 


Ft 
| NI 3 2 5 E 1 N 9 a 
en N N 55 
4 i 5 
93 f 


- 8 1 e 1 * 
a þ 4 85 1 4 7 og 
8 F : : * 38 
© ALFRED, 
15 ; — 3 5 
7 k 4 ? : « # 4 


= 


AST 


— 


. © 


e ee eee 


4 * . 4 13 6 E Y RR 


* 
— 
# 
=> 
Fo 
t 


: 5 - . Monte als 08 A + * 


N # ; 3 7 — ; ' "RY "TH 1 


1 E 
| She Eh r, like ghe meſiciger of deathy 
 Ramd.?. Sem 


thou. b 1 ga TH 
Thou mother Kn eee 


What has e en 2740 4 + P34 155 255 4 n = ; + 


„ . g 2 3 5 $ VA * — * 1 0 8885 OY and 


* 
Fo 2 2 
. 1 

5 = E 8 b 5 

. : 5 
5 1 5 ; 6 
* r * «7 \ 
% 
*: 4 3 
» 8 K 


| an Ft tit 05 e Pa - 
2 It my „„ 
Ye, 25 an 5 
l . A 1 FR E D. HTO L445 4. 49. K ; 
© Ton» ©) 1 
e Ws" PSY 8.4 - "KR As TY 85 W mY 5 f 


e 480 


be. ae — 


ts e in in Eisguurs power? Is brutal Hinguar | 8 
The maſter — e 8 . 


: 8 U: R R E v. ee e, 


* 


OE ni Would that I durſt— | 
This painful truth Aeny. „ „ 
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Hear me, O King! and, if thou bla it me den, 
| Ul-fated Surrey: ſhall offend no 818 1 
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What 5 my paſſion ſpoke? ? Thy: palli d check, 


7 hy hollow eve, thoſe 0 arms, 85 
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The ſtory ho; * E 
Of Ethelfwida's PEI ; ma it ee 
That JFFF᷑E!! uu Lo 1 EF 
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WY O, my en : 
Fe or rget my . With deſtiny at odds, wo 
Fs. with myſelf, impatience aa at e 
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5 TDuhat fatal night, 5 
When, with my precious charge, I left x oy, den, a 75 
Thro' many dangers happily we paſs'd; 05 
But when we reached fair Eden's diſtant rale, 
We found no refuge there. TER 
ALFRED. Ge” 
1 | Too well ! know; 5 : 1 
| The Gor had raz'd Pend ragon's . tower * 3 
5 Then, whither didſt thou fiy? „ 
s UuRRE * „ i; 
There I diſrniſy'd 
Moſt of my | Faithful knights A few I kept, 
Of en men v the choice.  Eaftward we ſteer 4 
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| Towards che wilds, beyond the ſource of Tide: - 


By midnight marches, in untrodden paths, 


And in thoſe deſerts wild, ſhe e have dwelt, 
Unheard of and unknown. | 15 | 
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„ did ſhe not? 2 
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The rumeur we thy death a tempeſt raw, 


That wind o'er mountains vaſt, thro? valleys deep; F 
Me reach'd a lonely manſion, in a dale, 
Which at the foot of ſnow-clad Cheviat lies. 
There Ethelſwida found a ſafe retreat; 
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Which; from that harbour, drove her out to ſea, ; 


On me ſhe laid her abſolute commands, 


To guide and guard her, as 1 could, to Kenwith: 5 
My friends I warn'd to meet us on our way 


And on we went, till one unhappy time, 
The Danes furpriz d us in a narrow vale. 


Againſt their fierce attack, our little band, 


Around the Princeſs, formed a fence of ſteel, 


More and more narrow ſtill the circle grew, 
Till I aJone'was left with Ethelſwida, 


Alone 1 fought, till at her feet I fell. 
Her diſmal ſhrieks, her piercing cries J heard; 


More grievous far, than all the wounds 1 bore. 
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 Methinks I . her cries : She al on Alfred; 


Did ſhe_not, Surrey? Providence, divine ! . 
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1 As 1 have heard, 


From ſome who i in the troops of 15 b. 


For be i it was who ea the i hoſtile band, 
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She 3 50 grief the terror on FE d. 
The Dane to her unwonted pity. ſhow N 


And rais'd her from the ground. gt 
„„ ALFRED. 1 
: lat EO FS. Tell me the truth | 
Dot not deceive r me, Sure. . 
SURREY. eee 
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I never did, nor wal 1 now deceive thee ' 

But of the Princeſs this I only know. 
That in the Daniſh camp, ſhe ſtill remains, 

| Guarded with care, her name and rank unknown? | 
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What ſhould I think! Can ſhe 1 to live 

| To live, her honour loſt ? How didſt thou 'ſcape 
From ſuch a ſlaughter ? And how can ane be, 
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< When ks, came on, 
Some Engliſh W who had ſeen the 1% 75 
8 Crept from their huts, in ſecret, to the held, | 
With pious purpoſe to inter the dead. 5 
In me alone, ſome ſparks of life they found. | 
Their care preſery'd me, When my ſtrength return'd, 
: To Hinguar's camp I went, gave out On T 
Of Daniſh race, altho* in England born. gr” 
My ſervice was accepted. I have found 
Favour in Hinguar's ſight; and, in the band 
That guards his perſon, ſerve. From them I end 
That Ethelſwida, near his 8 iS TO | 
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Near his 7 A 0 heaven? 
How have I 0 5 OED 
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$362 17 © Raiſe not thine eyes, 
Nor bi . DOD to heaven : Far other looks, 
Far other actions, heaven of thee requires. 
Thou art a king, a foldier, and a lover; 
Fight for thy crown, thy country, and thy bride. © 
Go forth, this inſtant, animare thy troops, 
| And lead 8 to n their wrongs and thine. 
; (Alfred _ : 


Why does my 1675 maſter 22 his es” 
And bend on carth his r EEE. 


- „5 e my Lord. 1 
| (7 0 Sure) What is thine errand | to the SP 3 
| England! „ 
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Io offer battle. But the true intent 
Of Hinguar, is to learn if Alfred lives; | 
For Various rumours: have perplex'd the Dane. 5 
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He ſhall be ſatisfied, J fee a ray, METRES 
Which thro” the darkneſs breaks, It grows mode ho 
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pron,”  -- wo 
My friend, the tur. al: of my thoughts forgive, . 
ee EE wa | (Goes afide with es 
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What does he meditate? I know 
5 His mind with Ar * is fill d. 
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Is Hagar! s arms he ſees his raviſh'd bride: - 7 6 
Raviſh'd or not, ſhe's captive to his foe. 5 
Enſlav'd by force, tis force muſt ſet her 9 . 
He cannot treat with Hinguar; that he knows, 
By fad experience; for the woes of Alfred, 
And all the evils of this ha pleſs land, 

Aroſe from England's „ in Na 
No ties divine | or human, bind the Danes. 
Of all the impious race, by far the worlt, 
And moſt Pa is Hinguar. 
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For my reception. 4 1 
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Ah, may heaven! avert; 
; Thoſ is, which my ; prophetic foul forebodes | | 
(Exit Surr na . 
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1 heard the 1 parting words of faithful Surrey, 
- Which * too well, che colour of "oy: , 
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Thy approbation I do not expe. EW EL 
None can approve, but thoſe who rel like me. | 
The Daniſh camp, diſguis'd, I will Pe; 5 
Clad in the veſture of a Britiſh Bar 
And learn, for certain, Ethelſwida'S'Fate, 

Whatever has befallen my haplefs bride; | 
Aſſur' d of that, my heart ſhall hake no mote. 
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i 1 rnd 5 eotights, but urge me not to beat 
Thy friendly countels, which [ cannot follow. 
In great eyents, the agitated mind 1 
Conſults its genius only. Low or dien 2 850 
The active ſpirits in that level flow, ; Np s | I 5 
Nor fall nor riſe, to act another's deri 
That potent counſellor directs me R 
1 feel the impulſe, oft in perils felt: WP 
Nor is my arm confin'd to Ethelſwida; ORD 
The ſtrength and order of the Daniſh „ Fn 
How, and what quarter, I OY beſt attack, 
 Artentive PH obſerve. 355 
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Since thou haſt fix d 


Thy 8 to contend is vain; | 2 
The parc of friendſhip now is to ' conſult, - | 
* we may g n thee beſt. 
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By the moon's light; 
As, wich a (wift career, their camp I pals d, 
A wood, extended on the right I 5 : 
(Their left the village Ethendune defends,) 
Canſt thou inform, if they have . 222 25 
Or e watches there? 
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I Prcfumpradus Hinguar holds ſuch c caution Vain. 
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When duſky eve deſceads, in thie dark time 
Between the fall of night, and the moon's riſe 2 
In ſilence, thither march a thouſand men, 
Choien with care, the braveſt of our hoſt; 
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And, as the minds of yonder heathen hoſt, 
"© darkneſs lie; ſo may toi APE de dark Sos 
. A blind To Alfred } oe C6Y 
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There let chem watch till morn, if no alarm | 
| Comes ere the Wie at dawn they may retire. - 


— 


La gs 10 5 ind T=r 1 $65; ſhall 4 my c care 1 88 


My warriours are the Hunters of the Fill; 


Accuſtom'd to the woods, fearleſs they move, 
By the pale glimpſes of rhe clouded moon! 
To them the changeful aſpects of the night, 


| Whoſe falſe If es armies oft confound, 
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23s they ſtill have brenn 
This is nd new, 50 ſerming bold attempt. 


1 have eſſay d it, for a ſtighter cauſe, 


When, in the Iſle of Athelney, II,... 


The quarters of the Dane I ofr . 


In this diſguite, and· marked deſtruction i : 


Farewell, thy: widon n direction needs; 
= oy ſhall I DG be abſent from my frievd. | b 
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E tale of Orpheus, (which in SG I heard, 


8 0 EN E. The Dea Gags” 


Whoſe lyre harmonious civiliz'd mankind, > 


Is verified to-day. The ſtubborn ſons; 
Of Denmark ſympathize with Alfred's ſtrain ; 


And, as he leads the ſong, their 85 flow. 6 


Hinguar . is wonder · ſtruck. 


Euer an Orrices: | eat, 
OFFICER. 1 


* 


8 Be gone 7 
Thou tread t alre ady on orbidden ground, 


r 
Inform the King, that Erick is return'de.” | 


5 OFFICER. 
Hinguar 

Whoſe lyre is fram'd, by necromantic art; 

 Jochanted are the frings,—Away, with ſpeed, 
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Now, I tions the death of Alfred. 


1 ri dhe well-known ſignet of his . 
385 r tru _ to another OS. 
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| Wel n m the 2 cave, 1 found K bin 0 
4 then reſolv'd, King of the warlike Dann 

"To der un nn N of his death; N 
And as a proof, which j not he * 25 my J 
That ring 1 took, which erſt mine eyes beheld, 

V pon his finger plac'd, with rites and charms, . 

| When he was crown'd, in London, — 
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1 «lk meg thee to they: utmaſt ith -- | -iFF nh 


Thou art no Saxon, but of Britiſh race, ” 
And lov'ſt the mountains of thy native * 0 5 
Chooſe where they faireſt riſe; 1 be thine, - 
With all their valleys and their Sylvan Rireams, 
The Gods I ſerve have ſent thee to my aid. 
Tis my belief thou can't aſſiſt me much, RS 
1 e a to my ſoul than empire. 


| ALFRED. ply rh 
Hon can e bard aſſiſt a Prince like ede? 
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in n if I hold thy art divine. | 
nk re, magician, bard or * | 25 > 
Or if thou art all theſe; I crave thine aid. 3 
Amidſt my victories, I am moſt wretched ; > 
By love bem ans 6 unſuccelsful love. 1 ted 
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"Mort g thevous till, "The Ald” 5 my foul * 
Cannot diiting guith nor reward my love. 
If thou her 82 malady can'ſt charm ö 

And drive wild frenzy from her troubled mind, 


6 Ei : Taſk to fulfil thy wiſh the power of Hinguar. FR 
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In me behold the man of thy deſire. e 
55 Unlawful arts I neither uſe, nor knows 
: But am, in nature's ſecrets, deeply Weill. | 
| Far from the pleaſures and ce wares of men, | 4 | 
mis fortune, to the deſart driven 
A kad anchoret, for years, I lived. 
Io me are known the virtues of each lat. 
That grows in hill-or dale, in ſun or ffrade; 
How one, by ſympathy, with madneſs taints; 3 
And how another clears a infected blood. 
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Do what thou wilt, ſo thou = the fa „„ 
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| Did her dire f 
From ſudden per rtur ation of the mind? 
= Or; is the cauſe unknown?” J 
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. 8 8 From grief, ne, 
From terror to exceſs, her frenzy roſe. 1 
os Dressful the ſhock the falfered | od 738 e 
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By 4 names 
She calls herfalf; ; Anda with queſtions ug, 
She makes extravagant, fantaſtic anſwers, * 
Aud ſeems unconſcious of her true condition. 5 
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Her general temper, is it fad or gay, 7 
5 For frenzy i is moſt. various. 0 1 
„ e i . 
5 | 8 So is hers; reed 
For ſhe exhibits every vario mood, LS 
That frenzy eer aſſum d. But thou alt ke, 
And judge her ſtrange demeanor.” In yon tent, 
With purple bright, ſne dyells; and to this Y 
Where now we ſtand, ſhe frequently repairs. 


This 1 is her uſual hour. Behold ! ſhe comes. 5 
(Kale, Ethelſwida, with. two women _— *. 
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4 HON Did ere thine aged eyes | | 
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ETHELSWIDA. 


The conſt bins were heard to ae 
A fad lamenting ſtrain; 4 wo 
As floating with the ſtream, his corſe hg 


Deſcended to the main. 5 . 
© HINGUAR. „ 
Scil of a lover loſt. I never heard . 55 : 
Fler roving words tend to one EPO: io long, 


1 Sfb and. rage 11 ok are mis.” 
Time always cures them, if the Frome: is 1 — 
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"(Echelfvida Paſſes them, and advances to „. 


5 To bear me to my love. 04s „ 
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But neither fig hs nor tears give me telief, 

(To Hinguar.; Thou keeper: of whe EV of f deathand | 
; Unlock the beg iron Bi as ſer me a | 
N hey 1 I ſhall * and thank the. 5 

| HINGYAR 5 

5 3 . Queen of beauty! „„ 
| 1 am FRE captive; and obey thy will. „„ 
To ſoothe the grief that preys upon thy hearty, 
My care has hither brought a Bard divine, 
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That this reflecting ſage, e may fee „ 
1 nie of her mind, © | 5 Bui.) 


9 5 2: uh pi nog ain 5 
ns Fo; cles a pauſe, appr . 4 red. 55 
5 Thou pilgrim fad, 57+ 
Whoſe bed Vic hand of time hach dee, EO, . 
enn en from Paleſtine? | * 0, 1 4 


f 1 


ALFRED. EO 1 

. 4 From W 1 come. | 
e - ETHELSWID „ | 
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Without the benefit of holy church. 5 11 
Nor ſhrift, nor g have Tknoma, | #1 44 | 
For Keen long? 228255 „„ 5 


„ 
* #157 4 2 


4 + * R E . 


FE 


5 A L F R * . | — 
I I will, myſelf; conifels thes; - 
ace of heaven hall on RE ſoul deſcend. 

Ky 0 the. attendants.) A courſe moſt fortunate her fant 
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My ſpirit flags; and, like a racer tired, 5 
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